
Pillars of the CommunityPillars of the CommunityPillars of the CommunityPillars of the Community 

Each year the Menlo Park City School District recognizes a few individuals whose voluntary
service to the district has had a significant and positive impact on our school communities.
Honorary Service Awards are given to volunteers and school staff who have offered
exemplary service to our schools.  Continuing Service Awards are given to individuals who
have previously been presented with an Honorary Service Award and have continued to
offer outstanding service to the district.  The President’s Award is given to leaders who
served the PTO’s, foundation and district as presidents of their organizations.  The Golden

Oak Award is reserved for individuals who are leaving the district after giving many years of
outstanding service.

The following offers a brief description of each of our award winners and highlights a
selection of their volunteer activities.

Laurel School AwardsLaurel School AwardsLaurel School AwardsLaurel School Awards

Recipient: Traci Brinton

Award: President’s Award

Family: Married to Todd; Children:  Trevor – 2nd grade and Taegan – 3 years old

Volunteer Activities: As VP and President, I was lucky enough to dabble into just about
everything. Laurel has so many wonderful programs and opportunities to be involved. 

Favorite Volunteer Activity: I especially liked to be in the classroom.  I also really enjoyed
volunteering in the library and the book fair.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Pam Bonino

Award:  Golden Oak

Family: Married to Dick for 44 years: Two grown daughters who have attended Oak Knoll,
Hillview & Menlo-Atherton schools. Annette is a graduate of UC Davis and currently lives in
Kennewick, WA with husband Darren Jackson. Lisa is a graduate of Cal Poly, San Luis
Obispo and lives right here in Menlo Park with her husband Mark Mitchell.

Volunteer Activities: I have been employed by the Menlo Park City School District for almost
27 years. It has been my pleasure to work as the school secretary to Principal Nancy Hendry
for 17 years. Prior to that, I was a classroom aide, noon duty supervisor and office clerk at
Laurel. I have also been a participating member of CSEA serving as Secretary, Treasurer, and
Negotiator for our chapter #630. When I was a parent volunteer at Oak Knoll and Hillview, I
received the HSA for my work as Library Volunteer Coordinator, Hot Food Chairperson,
Teacher Hospitality Chairperson, Newsletter Editor, PTO Corresponding Secretary, Girl
Scout Leader and classroom volunteer.

Favorite Volunteer Activity: It is really hard to pick a favorite, but my best stories come from
the times I have personally interacted with the children in all of my positions.



∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Richard Collyer

Award:  Honorary Service Award 

Family: Married to Remona Murray, son is Alex - Grade 2

Volunteer Activities: Encinal/Laurel School Directory, Winter Sing DVD Production, Head
Room Parent, Classroom volunteer, Art & Science Fair, Cubmaster for Pack 206, Den Leader
for Tiger cubs, Wolf cubs, and unofficial assistant to baseball coaches.

Favorite Volunteer Activity: The efforts like the directory are fun because I get to do software
development to automate the process, but working with the classroom, cub scouts, or
baseball teams is truly enjoyable, because I get to actually see the children in action - I get to
be part of their learning and growth.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Remona Murray

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family: Married to Richard Collyer, son is Alex - Grade 2

Volunteer Activities: Co-Chair Hot lunch program, Chair Disaster Preparation, Head Room
Parent, Art & Science Fair, chair Safety Day, classroom volunteer and Auction volunteer

Favorite Volunteer Activity: The best part of volunteering is getting to know the community
of people - parents and children. It is important to me to do what I can to provide the best
learning environment I can for the children.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Polly Berquist

Award:  Honorary Service Award 

Family:  Married to Tom; Children:  Peter -  Grade 5, and Alec -  Grade 1

Volunteer Activities:  Book Fair (Fall & Spring), Rummage Sale, Art & Science Fair, Hot Food
Volunteer, Art Volunteer, Library Volunteer, Caring & Sharing, Head Room Parent,
Nominating Committee, MPAEF Ambassador

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  Working in my child’s classroom and chairing the Book Fair 

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient: Steffany Cressey

Award:  Honorary Service Award 

Family: Married to Thomas; Children:  Marika, 19 years old, and attending the Art Center in

Pasadena, and Keith – 10th grade 

Volunteer Activities: Academic Institute on Diversity in Virginia (a week at the University of
Virginia), Leadership team, District Differentiated Instruction Leadership Team, Early Bird



volunteer, Technology curriculum development for 2nd grade, Social Studies D.I. curriculum
development, lead teacher for Jeanie Richie Grant “Build It Festival” and co-writer for “Singin
Science” grant, Laurel Community Read committee

Favorite Volunteer Activity: Sharing enthusiasm and joy for learning, especially in math and
science.  “The cure for boredom is curiosity.  There is no cure for curiosity.” Dorothy Parker

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient: Ken Johnson and Elena Stallings

Award:  Honorary Service Award 

Family:  Ken Johnson, Elena Stallings, Patrick Johnson and Megan Johnson

Volunteer Activities:  Classroom, Library, Art, Math Centers, School Beautification, Quarter
Gourmet, Notecard Art, MPAEF Ambassador, MPAEF Auction volunteer, PTO Executive
Board

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  School Beautification since we could volunteer as a family.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient: David Fichou

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family: Married to Kris; Children: Andrew - 2nd grade, and Katelynn - Kindergarten

Volunteer Activities: Helped build the Backpack Racks for Laurel, Bulletin Boards for
carpool area and the arbor area, building a fence in the arbor area, building the arbor for the
Encinal garden, school beautification days, and much more 

Favorite Volunteer Activity: My favorite volunteer activity is my wife coming home and
saying “guess what honey……, don’t you think we can do this….., it won’t take that long…
…”  Well, actually when she does that I just take a deep breath and start the planning.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Kris Fichou

Award:  Honorary Service Award 

Family: Married to David; Children: Andrew - 2nd grade, and Katelynn - Kindergarten

Volunteer Activities: Helped build the Backpack Racks for Laurel, Bulletin Boards for
carpool area and the arbor area, Graphics, PTO Historian, Head Room Parent, building the
arbor for the Encinal garden, school beautification days, and much more… 

Favorite Volunteer Activity: My favorite volunteer activity is ……. Well, just helping where
and when I can.  I have been told that I (actually both Dave and myself) need to take a class
on how to say NO, I am sorry I am too busy to do that.  Or, NO, I am sorry I just can not help
at this time.  Neither one of us have the time to take that class though.  It seems that we are
just too busy doing these other fun, time consuming, rewarding, getting the pleasure of
helping people jobs.  We both have always have had the need to help when we can.  What
was that word again that I was trying to learn???? 



MPAEF AwardsMPAEF AwardsMPAEF AwardsMPAEF Awards

Recipient: Ted Schlein

Award:   President's Award

Family:  Married to Linda; Children: Nicholas - 5th grade, and Timothy - 3rd grade

Volunteer Activities:  MPAEF Board Member, MPAEF Major Donor Program, Baseball
Coach, Soccer Coach and Basketball Coach

Favorite Volunteer Activity: Coaching children in any sport and working with Maria Hilton.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Maria Hilton

Award:  President’s Award 

Family:  Married to Skip; Children:  Henry - 4th grade, Peter -  2nd grade, David –
kindergarten.

Volunteer Activities: Classroom Projects Coordinator; Ambassador Coordinator; Head Room
Parent Laurel and Encinal; Class volunteer -- anything from library, fieldtrips to reading
buddies and workshop.

Favorite Volunteer Activity: I love the chance to split my day between a) strategic work with
the MPAEF and the quality people that come with it, and b) doing just about anything with
the kids that make our schools so great!

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Nancy Kessler 

Award:  Continuing Service Award 

Family:  Married to Andy; Children: Kyle - Freshman in high school, Kurt - 8th grade, Ryan -
4th grade and Brett - 1st grade

Volunteer Activities: MPAEF Annual Giving Campaign, Hillview 8th grade

graduation, 2003 Parcel tax (Yes on Measures A and B) Campaign, Staff

Appreciation Committee, Laurel/Encinal PTO Membership Drive, Hillview,

Encinal and Laurel PTO Boards in Corresponding Secretary and Head Room

Parent Coordinator Roles, Volunteer: Classroom, Laurel Art & Science Fair,

Library, Hot Food, Field trip driver, Encinal Spring Picnic, Laurel Spring

Fling and Winter Bake Sale 

Favorite Volunteer Activity: A tie between working with children in the

classroom and working with parents from the MPCSD on the MPAEF's Annual Giving and
the 2003 parcel tax campaigns.



∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Michele Culhane 

Award:  Continuing Service Award

Family:  Married to Mark; Children: Michael - 8th grade, Max - 7th grade, and Gracie - 4th
grade 

Volunteer Activities: Co-chaired MPAEF auction, MPAEF Major Donor Team, MPAEF
Executive Committee, MPAEF Teaching Excellence luncheon, PTA/PTO Board- Laurel,
Encinal and Hillview, Site Council -  Laurel and Hillview, Design and fundraising for the
Encinal garden, Literacy program for Laurel, Teacher Appreciation, direct annual campaign
committees for Laurel and Encinal, Hot food, library, Ambassador and head room parent. 

Favorite Volunteer Activity: I have really enjoyed being on the MPAEF and learning about
the district as a whole. It has been great to work with such stellar individuals and see what
commitment can do when the energy is there.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Kim Young

Award:  Continuing Service Award

Family:  Married to John Moragne; Hutch – 11th grade, Tyler – 9th grade, Danielle - 6th grade

Volunteer Activities:  MPAEF board; Auction publicity chair; Measure U campaign/Finance
& Editorial Committees; Hillview volunteer: room parent, hot food, teacher appreciation.

Favorite Volunteer Activity: Working with dedicated MPAEF board members to

reach fundraising goals; writing for the Measure U team; teaching poetry

workshops at Hillview.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Julie Brody 

Award:  Continuing Service Award

Family:  Married to Jeff - grade undisclosed. Children:  Alexandra - 11th grade, Jack - 10th

grade, Nic - 8th grade, Chris - 6th (mother - flunking)

Volunteer Activities:  Oak Knoll - science fair, membership drive, staff

appreciation, noteworthy art, hot food, haunted house! Hillview – PTO President,
Membership Drive, Buddy Club, track and field day. MPAEF - ambassador, auction chair

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  My favorite time is interacting with the kids.

I loved being a part of Buddy Club at Hillview - seeing the kids come and do

activities with the special needs children was very rewarding.



∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Lisa Lindquist

Award:  Honorary Service Award 

Family:  Married to Eric; Children:  Jake - 8th grade, Connor - 6th grade, Abby

- 3rd grade

Volunteer Activities:  Sharing and Caring at Laurel; Laurel PTA; head room

parent at Laurel, Encinal, and Hillview; field-trip driver; library

volunteer; hot-food volunteer at Laurel, Encinal and Hillview; science-fair

volunteer; Encinal site-council member; spirit day coordinator at Encinal

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  Any of the activities where I get to be around 

the kids like library or driving a field-trip or helping in the classroom.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient: Molly Eason

Award: Honorary Service Award 

Family:  Married to Chandler; Children:  Casey - Grade 8, Kelley - Grade 5 

Volunteer Activities:  MPAEF Board (Database Treasurer and Annual Campaign Co-chair),
Encinal PTO Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Head Room parent, classroom helper, hot food
volunteer, library volunteer and Graduation

committee. 

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  I enjoy working in the classroom interacting with the kids.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Lynne Clarence

Award:  Honorary Service Award  

Family: Married to Steve; Children:  Zachary - 9th grade and Austin - 7th grade

Volunteer Activities: MPAEF Board, FOF Board PTO Board, PTO Council Board, MPAEF
auction solicitor, and room parent.

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  I feel immense satisfaction knowing that my

fundraising activities have funded needed programs within our district.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Marianne Quarré Dean

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family:  Married to Jay; Children:  Mac - Grade 6 and Charlotte, Grade 10 at St. Paul's School
in New Hampshire.



Volunteer Activities:  MPAEF Board, MPAEF Realtor Campaign, MPAEF Major Donor
Committee, MPAEF Corporate Sponsorship Committee, MPAEF Live auction
producer/director and classroom volunteer.

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  The most fun and challenging volunteer activity

was producing and directing the live show for the MPAEF auction for three

years in a row. Brava to Chrissie Kremer for taking it on!

Encinal School AwardsEncinal School AwardsEncinal School AwardsEncinal School Awards

Recipient:  Jill Roumeliotis

Award:  President's Award 

Family:  Married to George; Children: Peter – 6th grade, Annie – 4th grade,

Alexa – 2nd grade

Volunteer Activities:  Basketball and Volleyball coach at Encinal and Hillview, Early Bird
Breakfast Coordinator at Laurel, Caring and Sharing Co-chair, Library Volunteer, Field Trip
Driver and chaperone

Favorite Activity:  I love watching kids improve in sports and interacting with them in the
library. It's fun to see what they are interested in reading.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Celia Aufdemberge

Award:  Continuing Service Award 

Family:  Married to James and Son, Andrew - Grade 5

Volunteer Activities:  Encinal Site Council; Hot Lunch Co-Chair; Sponsor-A-Book Co-Chair;
Head Room Parent; PTO District Council Vice President; Laurel PTA President; Laurel Site
Council; MPAEF Auction Printing Coordinator and Silent Auction Set-Up volunteer; Staff
Appreciation volunteer;  Fine Arts Festival Class Coordinator; Encinal Lunch Yard Duty
volunteer; Library, Art, and Gardening Classroom volunteer; Helping Hands volunteer. 

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  Interacting with the students is the most rewarding part of
volunteering at school, whether it is reading a book to the class, teaching a gardening lesson,
helping in art class, helping serve hot lunch, or field trip chaperoning (the 5th grade
"Overnight Ship Trip" being the highlight).

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Chris Arrington

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family:  Married to Susan; Children: Amanda - 9th Grade, Connor - 6th Grade, and Haley –
Kindergarten



Volunteer Activities:  Numerous years coaching soccer and basketball, serving on the
Encinal Pride Committee, completing renovation projects around Encinal, and building
homes and churches in East Palo Alto through Rebuilding Together and in Guatemala.

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  The building projects are my favorite volunteer activities.
Having the school look its best helps students take more pride in their school.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Michelle Bercow

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family:  Married to Doug; Children:  Jake - Grade 7, Matt - Grade 5

Volunteer Activities:  PTO Board Member; Book Fair Treasurer and volunteer; Encinal
Basketball co-chair; Laurel/Encinal Directory co-chair; Talent Show co-chair; LE News co-
chair; Head Room Parent; Library volunteer, MPAEF Auction volunteer, Reading Buddies
volunteer, Art volunteer, Hot Lunch volunteer, Rummage Sale volunteer, Art and Science
volunteer, Helping Hands volunteer, Classroom volunteer

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  The best part about volunteering is experiencing the amazing
commitment from and camaraderie with all my co-chairs.  A good example was our Book
Fair team that stayed together for 7 years.  We knew our roles and responsibilities so the
event was always fun AND successful.  I've always enjoyed being a part of any team and I
have been lucky enough to pick the right ones over the years!

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Cathy Garagozzo 
Award:  Honorary Service Award 
Family:  Married 21 years to John; Children: Melitta - college sophomore; Katie - college

freshman, Mindy – 9th grade, Lindsey - 7th grade 
Volunteer Activities: Hillview Dance Chaperone Coordinator, Library
Volunteer Coordinator, Yearbook Coordinator, Girls Basketball Coach, Renaissance Fair and
Greek Week volunteer, classroom reading and math volunteer, Substitute Teacher, Girl Scout
Leader 
Favorite Activity:  My favorite activities are the ones that involve one on one interaction with
students. 

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Julie Roth

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family:  Married to Gregory; Children:  Bobby – grade 5, Charlie – grade 3, William – grade 1

Volunteer Activities:  Laurel and Encinal PTO Board, Encinal Basketball co-chair, Yard Duty



coordinator, Spring Fling committee chair, Book Fair, classroom volunteer.

Favorite Volunteer Activities:  Working in the classroom. Also, co-chairing Encinal
basketball because the kids are active, have fun, learn how to play a competitive sport, and
the parent coaches are fun to work with.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Sheila Warren

Award: Honorary Service Award

Family:  Children: Chace - grade 8, Hailey - grade 5

Volunteer Activities:  Site Council, Leadership team, Student Council, PTO teacher
representative, Organized first Community Read at Encinal, social committee, assisted with
talent show, and worked on various district curriculum committees.

Favorite Volunteer Activity: My favorite activity is student council because I really like
seeing the excitement of the children during the election process and then organizing
activities with them once we have elected officers.  My other favorite activity was being the
teacher representative for PTO.  I enjoyed this job because I really liked combining my work
and viewpoint as a staff member, with that of a parent since I play both roles on a daily basis.

Oak Knoll School AwardsOak Knoll School AwardsOak Knoll School AwardsOak Knoll School Awards

Recipient:  Kim Guthrie

Award:  President’s Award

Family:  Married to Mike; Children: Michael – Grade 5, Jessie – Grade 3, Clara – Kindergarten

Volunteer Activities:  PTO President, Oak Knoll Site Design Committee, Junior Great Books
section leader, Book Fair Co-chair and volunteer, Room parent, Science Day volunteer,
Library volunteer, Otter Run volunteer

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  Any time in the classroom working with the kids and any time
with grown-ups where I get to use management skills from my previous life.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Kathy Oppenheimer

Award:  Continuing Service Award

Family:  Married to Charlie; Children: Jono & Greg twins in 5th grade

Volunteer Activities:  I’ve worked on the Book Fair, Special Friends and Otter Run
committees,  as well as been a Library volunteer, Science Fair fossil maker, Hot Food  schleper
and Distribution Central princess. 

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  Can’t chose one over the other…being involved in such diverse
activities, I’ve loved getting to know so many amazing kids.  



∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Carol Shelton

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family:  Married to Andy; Children: Libby - Grade 5, Erik - Grade 3

Volunteer Activities:  PTO Board, Otter Run Co-chair, Otter Run’s Registration Volunteer
Coordinator, Room parent/classroom volunteer,

Library volunteer, Hot Food volunteer, Special Friends Day volunteer, Flower Day volunteer,
Science Fair volunteer and Book Fair volunteer.

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  I enjoy Hot Food and Special Friends Day because I get to see
our terrific school community.  And volunteering in the classroom for parties, field trips and
special activities is always a pleasure.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Dana Hayse

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family:  Married to Tom; Children: Katherine – Grade 6, Caroline – Grade 4, Jenny - Grade 3

Volunteer Activities:  PTO Board, Otter Run Co-Chair, Track Club leader, Jeanie Ritchie
Grants, MPAEF Ambassador, Room parent, Junior Great Books section leader, Read Across
America Co-Chair, Teacher Appreciation, Library, P.E., Hot food, Book Fair, Nominating
Committee

Favorite Volunteer Activity: Leading a 5th grade Junior Great Books section and getting kids
excited about running during Track Club.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Janet Devereux

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family: Married to Fred; Children:  Emily – grade 7, Erin – grade 2, Jack – age 5 (Kg fall 07)

Volunteer Activities: PTO Board, Fall Fiesta Chair, Hot Food volunteer, Room Parent,
MPAEF Catalog Chair, Art Room volunteer, Classroom volunteer, School Directory.

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  Fall Family Fiesta, it’s a party after all….

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Katie Ferguson

Award: Honorary Service Award 

Family: Married to Matthew; Children: Jack – Grade 5, Sam - Grade 4, Charlie - Grade 2; and
Lauren - kindergarten

Volunteer Activities: Otter Run Co-chair, After School Sports Co-chair, Classroom volunteer,
PE volunteer, Computer room volunteer, Library volunteer, Science Fair volunteer,



Ambassador for the Foundation, and Otter Run Track Club coach

Favorite Volunteer Activity: I would have to say my most favorite volunteer experience has
been the Otter Run Track Club. I love the coaching aspect and being out there with all four of
my own kids has been wonderful. 

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient: Peg Phelps   

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family: Married to Bill; Children: James - 4th grade and Grant - 2nd grade; (Spinner—golden
retriever seen breaking rules at OK)

Volunteer Activities: PTO Membership, Site Council, Room Parent, Art Room Volunteer,
Classroom Art Projects, MPAEF Board Member, MPAEF Endowment Chair

Favorite Volunteer Activity: I treasure my time in the classroom in any capacity from art

room to class parties to 4th grade mission work.  I’m grateful for the friendships that have
developed with parents and teachers while working on school projects.  And, I have enjoyed
my years on Site Council immensely.

Hillview School AwardsHillview School AwardsHillview School AwardsHillview School Awards

Recipient:  Celeste Chapman

Award:  President’s Award

Family: Children: Benjamin Nuyens grade 9, Max Nuyens grade 8, & Zoe Nuyens grade 6

Volunteer Activities: Co-president Hillview PTO; for MPAEF chaired auction, database
treasurer and annual campaign; library volunteer, hot food volunteer, room parent,
newsletter collator.

Favorite Volunteer Activity: Going on field trips with my children, a day away seeing the
world through different eyes, and helping with reading in the earlier grades.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Tina Bird

Award:  President’s Award 

Family: Married to Jeff; Franklin - 7th grade, John - 4th grade and Peter - 2nd. 

Volunteer Activities: MPAEF Board, Auction Team, Basketball Coach, After School Sports
Chair. Committees: Science Fair, Otter Run. Room parent, library, classroom, playground and
hot food volunteer 

Favorite Volunteer Activity: Coaching 3rd grade basketball.



∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Mary Rudolph

Award: Continuing Service Award

Family:  Married to Steve; Children: Lynn -  sophomore in college; Ben -  senior in high
school; Paul - sophomore in high school; and Clare - 7th grade  

Volunteer Activities: Hillview Emergency Preparedness, Corresponding Secretary, Taco Day
Chair, Site Council Chair, Oak Knoll PTA President, Sock Hop Supper & Teacher
Appreciation and Bike Safety chairs, room parent,  Jeannie Ritchie Committee & Auction
Inventory Co-chair

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  I enjoy doing volunteer work with my children such as Urban
Ministries Food Closet or Opportunity Center in Palo Alto.  At school, I enjoy working with
the students, especially as they take on leadership roles such as fund raising for their class gift
(car wash), student reps on Site Council, etc.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Kathryn Hohl          

Award:  Continuing Service Award

Family: Married to David: Joshua - 2006 graduate from University of Denver, Ben - senior at

Menlo going to UCLA in fall 2007, Anelise - 8th grader at Hillview

Volunteer Activities:  I have been on the executive boards at Laurel, Encinal and Hillview,
PTA president at Encinal, Site Council at Laurel and Encinal. MPAEF Board Member,
Auction co-chair, Jeanie Ritchie Grant Committee, PE Uniform coordinator, Room parent, hot
food volunteer, library, Honor roll treats, staff appreciation and classroom volunteer

Favorite Volunteer Activity: My favorites are the jobs that include working directly with the
kids, my favorite activities this year were chaperoning the Steinbeck/Monterey fieldtrip,
helping with Anelise’s Burgess Volleyball team, and serving hot food. 

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Terry McMahon

Award: Continuing Service Award

Family: Married to Mike, daughter, Molly, studying for a masters in International Relations
at Columbia University; daughter, Megan, teaching art in San Francisco.

Service Activities: Has taught art at Hillview for over 20 years and started the much beloved
mural project.  It was inspired by the Greg Brown murals of Palo Alto, and initially featured
self-portraits of the students in whimsical situations, It has evolved to feature thematic scenes
with individual students each responsible for one aspect of the mural.  The murals start with
designs sketched by the students, blown up and carbon transferred to the walls, outlined in
marker and then painted.  It is a rare and treasured opportunity for the students to do public
art.



∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient: Bill Epperly

Award: Continuing Service Award

Family: Has lived in Menlo Park for 40 years with my late wife, Kathleen.  Bill has 3 grown
children, all of whom attended Oak Knoll and Hillview during the 60’s and 70’s.

Volunteer Activities: For past 10 years, Bill has offered free math tutoring to low-income

students. Currently, he volunteers daily after school working with 8th graders at risk of not
graduating.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Diane Hailey

Award:  Honorary Service Award 

Family: Married to Ross Brown; Children: Emma & Paul (twins) – Grade 8

Volunteer Activities: PTO Board Treasurer, Tennis Program Coordinator, Hillview Music
Webmaster, Hot Food Coordinator, and assorted volunteering in After-School Sports, Math
Day, Spirit Squad, Drama, classroom activities and field trips (almost all of them!)

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  It was a long time ago but I really loved teaching Art-In-Action

classes at Laurel.  Second favorite was sleeping aboard the Balclutha on the 5th grade Ship
Trip!

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Libby Tinsley

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family: Married to Randy; Children: Daryn – 7th grade, Michael – 6th grade, Christopher – 3rd

grade

Volunteer Activities: Hillview’s Arena Check-In, Oak Knoll PTO Board, MPAEF Auction
Logistics, Oak Knoll Staff Appreciation gifts, Accepting our Differences Week Facilitator,
Foundation Ambassador Program, Junior Great Books Facilitator, volunteer at special school
activities and in the library.

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  I really enjoy working in the Oak Knoll library, I found Arena
Check-In very rewarding, and, of course, it is fun had being teased about the porta potties I
order for the auction! (PPQ “Porta Potty Queen”)

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Kim Staff

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Service Activities:  Started an after school program entitled, “Power Is Ours: Becoming a
Man” for at-risk boys to have a space to develop their own positive male identity.  Using
various mediums, including films, documentaries, music, poetry, biographies, and articles,



the curriculum appeals to the students’ interests in popular culture, and highlights its social,
political, and emotional elements, as well as its most famous personalities. This is intended to
frame the students’ understanding of our society, provide them with images of successful
men in their world, and inspire them to cultivate their own empowered identity in response
to these variety of choices presented to them.

 

PTO CouncilPTO CouncilPTO CouncilPTO Council

Recipient:  Terri Richards

Award:  President’s Award

Family:  Married to Wes; Children:  Lauren -  8th grade, Wyatt - 6th grade

Volunteer Activities:  PTO Council President, Head Room Parent, MPAEF Ambassador, PTO
President of Encinal, Auction Chair, Past Chair of  Jeanie Ritchie Grants Committee, Past
Executive Board of Hillview, Chair of Camp Hillview.  Board of Directors for the Women's
Recovery Association.

Favorite Volunteer Activity: Jeanie Ritchie Grants

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Laura Rich

Award:  Continuing Service Award

Family:  Married to Mark; Children: Tyler - 20 (Columbia College of Chicago); Michelle -
High School Junior

Volunteer Activities:  School Board, Board Liaison to PTO Council; District & Hillview
School webmaster; District Newsletter; District Facility Committee; District Strategic Planning
Committee; web and email support for PTOs; Foundation Auction catalog

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  Helping people communicate their love of our schools!

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Russell Knight

Award:  Continuing Service Award 

Family:  Married to Abigail; Children: Jackie (24), Lina (20), Siale (19), Fita (17), Jarmarko (16)

District Role:  MPCSD Maintenance

Favorite Part of the Job:  Russell has been with the District for 10 years. He works at all four
schools.  He enjoys playing with our kids when time permits.  He loves to stop and shoot a
few baskets or throw a few baseballs. Whenever you mention his name, people comment on
his "can do" attitude.



∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Deborah Fitz

Award:  Honorary Service Award 

Family:  Married to Alex; Children: Eliza - grade 4, Grahame -  grade 8, Charlie – high school
sophomore, Emily – high school graduate, college Freshman this fall.

Volunteer Activities:  School Board, Co-Chair Measure U Bond Campaign, MPAEF
Endowment Investment Committee member, Parcel Tax 2000 and 2003 Steering Committee,
Field Trip Driver and Classroom Volunteer

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  Chairing the Bond Campaign with Mark Box and working with
fantastic team; participating in launching the MPAEF endowment; helping with special
events at Hillview

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Mark Box

Award:  Honorary Service Award

Family: Married to Michelle; Children:  CJ - 2nd Grade, Kevin - Preschool, Caroline -
Preschool

Volunteer Activities:  Playground Volunteer and Playground Volunteer Coordinator,
Classroom Volunteer, Co-Chair:  Yes on Measure U!, MPCSD Bond Oversight Committee,
MPAEF Board.

Favorite Volunteer Activity:  I really enjoy working on the playground and seeing the kids
play.  I also enjoy driving on field trips and seeing the kids discover new things.

∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮ ∮

Recipient:  Ken Ranella

Award:  Honorary Service Award 

Family:  Married to Ginny, with a grown son, Saul 

Service:  As Superintendent of Menlo Park City School District, Ken has gone above and
beyond in his duties, by managing the reconstruction of all the schools in the district.  Ken is
not only an educator, but a respected business man, who always makes himself available to
the school community - parents and school administrators, not to mention neighbors of the
cities schools.  He is a responsive and respectful leader. 

Outside the District:  Ken enjoys watching sports – most notably, our Bay Area’s Sharks and
Warriors. 


